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EDITOR’S CREDO 

The Society of Independent Southern Historians was formed two years ago, 

not to propagate some partisan political agenda, but to offer thoughtful 

Americans, both Southern and non-Southern, a version of Southern history 

and culture not maligned by tired, unimaginative, and even malicious 

portrayals of the region by the popular media, which thrives on sensation, 

even at the expense of truth.  A wise man once said that truth is best 

conveyed in the pages of books, and while SISH, obviously, is making use 

of contemporary technology, its site is filled with the titles of books by 

authors both renowned and obscure who have endeavored to offer an 

accurate picture of the South and her people up to the year 1940.  SISH is 

not averse to discussing music, movies, and other forms of media which 

have left an honest impression of our place and people and would indeed 

encourage discussion of such popular and serious works. 

 

This newsletter is an appendage of the Society and its site.  It cannot be a 

one-or two-or three-man operation, however.  It needs contributions from 

interested members in order to survive and flourish.  So please feel free to 

contact me at rkivey@hotmail.com if you have an article or idea you might 

think would be appropriate for the newsletter.  

 

Randall K. Ivey 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rkivey@hotmail.com


SISH NEWSLETTER                                                                               OCT./NOV. 2015/3 
 

The Society of Independent Southern Historians 

Preserving the Treasured Story of America’s Southland 

 

           

Savannah, Georgia 

The American South is a historical cradle of the emerging Nation which 

eventually became the United States. From the settlement of Jamestown to 

the world’s leading Nation, the people known as “Southerners” have 

contributed at every interval to their homeland. 

This contribution is perhaps best voiced by one of the South’s most 

prominent physicians and leaders of his time,  Dr. Hunter Holmes McGuire, 

MD, in the Southern Historical Society Papers, 1889:  

“At the council board, on the platform, and in the field, they 

(Southerners) stood pre-eminent. The enunciation of 

principle, the declaration of rights, sprung from the fertile 

brain of a Southerner, and today the readers of American 

history recognize in Jefferson the foremost thinker of his 

age.” 

The Society of Independent Southern Historians is preserving the rich 

contribution of the South for future generations to understand, much of it 

very old indeed.  Author Howard Ray White has joined with Dr. Clyde N. 

Wilson to capture the history, literature, and culture of the American South 

in modern website format. The organization, founded in 2013, is open to all 

interested parties for contributions of reviews, writings or monetary 

donations. The Web Site www.southernhistorians.org is immediately 

available to everyone throughout the world. 

http://www.southernhistorians.org/
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Lifetime Membership in the Society requires a contribution of $25.00 or 

more. Contact person is Howard Ray White, Director of Operations, 

howardraywhite@gmail.com or by calling 704-846-4411. Mail address is 

6012 Lancelot Drive, Charlotte, NC 28270.    

 

America’s Red-Headed Stepchild 

By Dr. Clyde Wilson 

(This article appears courtesy of Dr. Wilson and The Abbeville Review.  It 

was originally published in 2014.) 

Are you puzzled and irritated by the viciousness and falsity of most of what 

is being published these days about the South and Southern history? The 

beginning of all wisdom on this subject is to know that in American public 

speech and so-called scholarship there is usually no effort to understand the 

South, like any other human phenomenon, as it is. Rather the South is raw 

material in a morality play about American, that is, about Northern 

righteousness. 

The South is the red-headed stepchild in the American story. Or as Thomas 

Lands has put it, the South is a swarthy villain who threatens to carry off the 

fair maiden America unless he is suppressed by the blond hero of the North. 

My favourite example of this was a statement a few years ago by an Ivy 

League intellectual. America, he said, is threatened by increasing violence 

because of the spread of the “Southern gun culture.” This was written at the 

time of Timothy McVeigh from New York and the U.S. Army, the 

Unabomber from Harvard and Berkeley, and the Columbine shooters—

none of whom were Southern or, except for the latter, used guns. 

You see the assumption guiding this great thinker. If there is evil in 

America it must be because it is oozing out from Dixie, known to good 

people as the source of all evil in an otherwise pure and righteous country. 

The distorted thinking, the hatred, and the projection of evil onto others are 

evident. Unfortunately, much of the history of the South is being written 

today by people who accept without question the unexamined and self-

flattering assumptions of this person. 

Another story to get at my point. A few years ago, when the controversy of 

the Confederate flag on the South Carolina capitol was raging, I read that 

the students at the University of Washington State, out on the Pacific, were 

rioting over the flag. I daresay that a Southerner can go for months without 

even thinking about Washington State (though I did enjoy the trip with my 

children to see the whales in Puget Sound). A Southerner would never be so 

mailto:howardraywhite@gmail.com


SISH NEWSLETTER                                                                               OCT./NOV. 2015/5 
 

presumptuous and unneighbourly as to attempt to dictate to the people of 

Washington State, but they feel it is their right to discern our faults and 

correct them. We are talking about two different national characters here. 

The young son of a family I know, museum-quality specimens of 

Midwestern liberals, recently wrote to the President about the oil situation. 

Mr. President, he said, you should do away with cars and make everyone 

ride horses. However much a Southerner might prefer horses to gas-

guzzlers, it would never occur to one of us that the first thing to do was to 

demand that the government undertake universal enforcement of our 

preference. This is normal behaviour for a Yankee and is even considered a 

mark of superior virtue and intelligence. 

I could cite a thousand examples of how all this strange mentality vents 

itself among historians who at the present time have distorted not only 

Southern, but American and African-American history to the point of 

pervasive falsification. 

In the 1830s a publisher called Jonathan Elliot collected and brought out a 

work called DEBATES IN THE RATIFICATION CONVENTIONS OF 

THE SEVERAL STATES ON THE U.S. CONSTITUTION. At that time 

very little documentation about the formation of the Constitution was 

available. A well-known American historian once told me that the 

publication of “Elliot’s Debates” was part of a States’ Rights conspiracy by 

John C. Calhoun. Elliott was not a Southerner and his work was good 

scholarship that made available some authentic documents about vital 

matters that ought to have been welcomed by anyone. But since the thrust 

of the documents supported the Southern view of the Constitution, their 

publication was obviously evilly motivated. This is the explanation that fit 

his unconscious bad-South scenario of American history. 

Another example: Historians have been at great pains to explain why South 

Carolina was so exercised about the tariff that it defied the federal 

government by Nullification. Why were they so hot and bothered about this 

unimportant matter? They must have really been crazed with fear of their 

slaves, or they were lashing out because of their anxiety over soul 

exhaustion and population loss. Historians can’t accept what they plainly 

said: that they were tired of being ripped off by federal legislation that 

picked their pockets to benefit some rich people at the North, that they 

could prove that this was the real economic effect of the tariff, and that they 

thought the Union should be of mutual benefit to all rather than a burden to 

some and benefit to others. But since we know that Southerners, unlike 

Northerners, are always up to no good and we can’t believe anything they 

say, we have to find the hidden cause. 
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A common trick of the falsifiers is to neglect to ask the question—

compared to what? For instance, it is commonplace to assert, without any 

real evidence, that the antebellum South was dominated by a few of the 

wealthiest slaveholders who lorded it over the rest of the population. 

Granted that rich people have more say so in any society than poor people, 

we ought to ask the question: did the wealthy in the Old South have more 

power than the wealthy in the North or Europe? Or less power? Or the same 

amount? It is never even felt necessary to ask the question. We announce 

that we have found something in the South that we don’t like; ergo, we are 

free to assert that this bad thing particularly characterizes the South. 

The current fad is to treat everything good that Southerners say about the 

Confederacy as part of a “Lost Cause Myth” that Southerners made up after 

the fact to rationalize their failure and their evilly motivated attempt to 

destroy the greatest government on earth. Robert E. Lee was not really a 

great general, Confederate soldiers were not really brave and out-numbered, 

the people really did not support the Confederacy, a distinct Southern 

culture was merely a pretense to defend slavery, etc., etc., etc. In the face of 

vast contradictory evidence, it is simply declared that everything positive 

Southerners said about themselves was a lie they made up and told after the 

fact. A catalog I picked up just a few days ago reported new books: “The 

Myth of Jefferson Davis” and “The Myth of Bedford Forrest.” You see, 

Southerners always make up flattering stories about themselves while 

Northerners just tell the true facts. 

Southerners are intrinsically evil and Northerners intrinsically good. The 

South is not to be understood for itself, as it is and was, as something with 

its own life and identity. It exists only as the bad side of America. 

(Dr. Wilson, a retired history teacher at the University of South Carolina, is 

the world’s foremost authority on the life and work of John C. Calhoun and 

edited a number of volumes of Calhoun’s writings for the USC Press.) 
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Understanding the War Between the States is an 88-page reader edited by 

Howard Ray White, author of Bloodstains, and Clyde N. Wilson, Ph. D.  A 

powerful education tool, it is intended for bright students in middle school, 

high school and college.  Furthermore, it is highly useful and readable for 

everybody.  Sixteen writers cover American history from Jamestown to 

Grover Cleveland, presenting a dense array of truths about the conflict of 

North and South through that period of history.  Among much else, it is 

made clear, chapter and verse, that the great conflict of the 1800s was a 

product of Northern aggression. No one who possesses this work will ever 

lack material to win any argument. The booklet may be read and/or 

downloaded for free on computers and tablets at 

www.southernhistorians.org, accessed on Kindle, or purchased in paperback 

at low cost (amazon.com).   Available at no or minimal cost, it is intended 

for the widest possible distribution.  Besides White and Wilson, the writers 

The Society of 
Independent  

Southern Historians 
6012 Lancelot Drive, Charlotte, 

NC 28270, 704-846-4411 
www.southernhistorians.org 
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include Joyce Bennett of MD, William Cawthon of AL, Paul C. Graham of 

SC, Earl Ijames of NC, Gail Jarvis of GA, Patrick Kealey of CA, Steve 

Litteral of IL, Barbara Marthal of TN, Karen Stokes of SC, Joseph 

Stromberg of GA, Egon Tausch of TX, H.V. Traywick of VA, and  Leslie 

(Les) Tucker of OK. This is a great contribution to truthful education for 

students of Southern History, young and old alike.  

  

Get copies of these for your children and grandchildren and anyone else you 

know who is suffering to make sense of what is being taught at his or her 

present educational institution at any level.   Perfect Christmas presents for 

friends and relatives.  E-mail southern.historians.hrw@gmail.com to 

purchase in bulk for SCV camps, schools and historical groups; then use in 

campaigns advocating more truthful and balanced education.  

 
Howard Ray White, Director of Operations Clyde N. Wilson, Director of 

Historical Review 

 

The Society of Independent Southern Historians, 

6012 Lancelot Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28270 

 

 

NEW BOOK ON WAR BETWERN THE STATES 

DRAWS RAVE REVIEWS ON AMAZON 

 
When one is confronted with duplicity and outright lies in the telling of 

American history, it sometimes becomes necessary to take matters into 

one’s own hands.  This is exactly what Howard Ray White and Dr. Clyde 

Wilson, founders of the Society of Independent Southern Historians, did 

when undertaking Understanding the War Between the States, a brief 

compendium of articles by sixteen writers on the most pivotal event in all of 

American history.  Tired of a slanted version of the War offered by popular 

television and historians with axes to grind, White and Wilson asked these 

writers to contribute pieces on different aspects of The War.  What resulted 

is a text aimed at young people from middle-school on up but which is 

readable by anyone of any age and educational background.   

 

The book is catching fire among those readers seeking an honest, non-

ideological account of the War.  On Amazon.com alone, one can find a 

number of glowing reviews.  Ms. Victoria Mitchell wrote that the book 

“gave me a broader understanding of the social and cultural differences 

mailto:southern.historians.hrw@gmail.com
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between Northerners and Southerners from the get-go. - It's wonderfully 

researched, beautifully written, and best of all, comprehensible for anyone, 

like me, that's interested in the subject.”   Dr. Boyd Cathey weighed in with 

his opinion that “The essays are written in a style that will be accessible to 

both students as well as the general reading public. Substantial 

bibliographic references are provided for further reading. Although packing 

a barrel full of details, the volume reads well and can be easily employed by 

small groups, schools, and others for discussion and information.” 

 

The War Between the States has been so well-received, its co-editor, Dr. 

Wilson felt obliged to issue a note of thanks to the writers who contributed 

to the project: 

 

Hurrah for the “Amateurs”! 

Americans today tend to think of “amateur” as somehow inferior to 

“professional.”   But the term originally described someone who was 

as good as a professional but honourably did not take money for 

their performance.  A few  of us academics excepted,  the historians 

who wrote S.I.S.H.’s Understanding the War Between the States are 

“amateurs”  in the highest sense---not professors of history but the 

finest of historians.  Today, when the professoriate is far gone in 

Political Correctness, the best history is being written by 

“amateurs.”   The editors of this signature volume, Howard and I, 

extend our sincerest and heartiest thanks to those writers who 

participated.  You are the best.  As of mid-October, over 500 copies 

had been distributed and a library of high praises had accumulated in 

Amazon reviews.  With this book, S.I.S.H has accomplished 

something important that will likely outlast us all. 

Clyde  
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S. I. S. H. Member and Writer, Barbara G.  Marthal 

Barbara G. Marthal is owner and representative of SULI (Stories-U-Like, 

Inc.).  As its representative she provides seminars on the use of storytelling, 

literature and music in the classroom; grades K-12.  She is also a published 

author of a children’s Civil War book entitled, Fighting for Freedom: A 

Documented Story.  She earned her Bachelor of Arts from Fisk University, 

Nashville, Tennessee, with a major in Sociology and a minor in 

Anthropology.  She also holds a Master of Education with a concentration 

in Reading and Story Arts from East Tennessee State University, Johnson 

City, Tennessee.  

 

Through these stories she focuses on a people who had their own unique 

sense of self and shared with all humanity the same dreams of hope, love 

and community for themselves and their families.  

Barbara lives with her husband, Bill Harris, an active member of the Sons 

of Confederate Veterans.  She is an active member of the Tennessee Society 

Order of Confederate Rose and a member of the Confederate Belles of 

Tennessee.  Barbara and Bill enjoy attending events and sharing the history 

of their ancestors during the Civil War.  

  

As a Civil War re-enactor, 

she shares stories that are 

inspired by historical texts 

and family research in 

Tennessee, (Wilson and 

Davidson) counties. Her 

intent is to give voice and 

face to Antebellum 

American people of 

African descent, 

particularly women both 

slave and free.  The 

purpose of her stories is to 

provide a glimpse into the 

daily lives of slaves and 

free people of color that 

goes beyond the one 

dimensional image of 

victimization. 
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Fighting for Freedom:  A Documented Story, by Barbara G. 

Marthal 

The historical account of Richard T. Davis, a young Confederate soldier and 

his servant, Handy Davis Crudup, - young men representing those often 

forgotten in American Civil War history.  It tells why they fought, how the 

servant is freed, and what happens to them after the war.  The book also 

highlights the multiethnic nature of the Confederacy and its volunteers.  The 

purpose of the book is to help children understand how research skills are 

used to tell the history of our ancestors.  
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Recent Additions to Dr. Wilson’s Reading List 
 

The centerpiece of the Society for Independent Southern Historians is its 

website – www.southernhistorians.org – which features hundreds of entries 

with regard to Southern history, literature, medicine, politics, sports, etc., all 

leading up to the year 1940.  The site features reviews of important books in 

these areas written by leading Southern scholars.  In addition, the site has 

come to provide reading selections of the month by Dr. Clyde Wilson.  Here 

are the recent suggestions: 

For December 2015 — Luraghi, Raimondo, A History of the Confederate 

Navy, published in 1996.  This is a definitive work covering all aspects of 

the subject.  Luraghi, professor at the University of Genoa, was the 

foremost European historian of the War Between the States. 

For November 2015 — Henry, Robert Selph, The Story of      

Reconstruction, published in 1938.  There are various editions of this title 

available, most, alas, long out of print. 

For October 2015 — Taylor, Richard, Destruction and Reconstruction: 

Personal Experiences of the Late War, published in 1879.  This title was 

republished by J.S. Sanders and Co. in a handsome paperback edition in 

1998 with a forward by Dr. Wilson. 

Upcoming Recommendation for January will be: John Richard Alden’s 

The First South, published in 1961. 

By the way, the best places to locate any of these books would be 

amazon.com or abebooks.com.  Both usually offer cheaply priced editions.  

Sometimes our website lists good sources for book purchases. 

 

That’s All Folks! 

Send me suggestions for the January-February Issue that will come out next 

month. 

Randall K. Ivey 

http://www.southernhistorians.org/

